APPENDIX
recently by Mr. Eden in a statement in the House of
Commons.
But views on this problem and conclusions on this
state of affairs are formed rather slowly, so that I have
been compelled to have recourse to the Press in order
to explain Poland's attitude to our own and to foreign
public opinion. On several occasions I took the oppor-
tunity of laying before Parliament the views of the
Government on the idea of the League of Nations and
the importance attached to its existence. But I have
also had occasion to state that it would be impossible for
Poland to join doctrinal blocs or to make our State an
instrument of a policy whose aims and means had not
been clearly defined by ourselves.
It is not our intention to aggravate the present crisis
of the League of Nations, but we must always know
what our responsibilities and commitments are, in what
way and on what principles international institutions
take thek decisions. I am raising this problem in public
mainly because, in certain quarters of international
opinion, the changes brought about by the withdrawal
of Italy and the German declaration regarding the League
have been underrated, and also because of the views
spread in some quarters that the League would derive
benefit from the present events. It is difficult to avoid
the impression that some quarters would like to see the
League becoming above all an instrument directed against
the so-called totalitarian States. Oddly enough, the very